
BEAD 7:  Rain and Oceans   

MATERIALS (STANDARD) FOR EACH CLASS:

• Copies of the 1-page list of 28 events (for each child to use during class)

• The Storyboard Box

• Beads Box that contains labelled bags of the extra beads from prior weeks

• Clear tape for affixing the bead to the first square in the matrix

MATERIALS FOR THIS SESSION:

• Earth Beads and Moon Beads that kids made in the previous session and that Teacher 
baked at home.

• Beads in a Sock chosen or made to represent the Rain/Oceans (they can all be the 
same).

• Pictures or posters of (1) 1972 Apollo photo of whole Earth seen from space, (2) any 
photo of the Moon showing its intensely cratered surface. (used in previous 2 lessons)

MATERIALS FOR NEWCOMERS: 

• The 1-page list of 28 events (to take home)

• Blank Storyboard with the 28-event Matrix already glued on (write their name on it)

• Beads Box containing beads for all the events discussed thus far.

ETHICAL OR WORLDVIEW LEARNINGS:  

• The children will learn that their grandparentʼs generation was the last to grow up 
without knowing what their home planet really looked like.

PREPARATION NOTES:

This lessonʼs “Review of Prior Week” could take a long time for students to report on the 
results of their special assignment, which was a “Beyond-Class Interview.”  Re-read in 
advance that final section of the previous lesson plan, as you will need to extemporaneously 
explain the assignment for any kids who missed that week.  Be prepared for the childrenʼs 
oral reports to take a very long time.  Allow that to happen!  These stories are important.  
No more than 10 minutes are needed for the rest of the class, as you can simply 
announce the Rain/Ocean event and tell only the short version story (in gray box ) and have 
the kids select their Rain/Ocean bead from the sock and tape it onto their storyboards.
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REVIEW OF PRIOR WEEK  (PARTICIPATORY; CIRCLE RECOMMENDED):

TEACHER DIRECTIONS:  The kids will immediately want to see their baked beads, so sit 
down in circle and distribute them to their owners first thing!  [Stories of their interviews will 
come after Newcomer Catch-Up Time.]

NEWCOMER AND ABSENTEE CATCH-UP TIME

1. If you have ANY NEWCOMERS, everyone begin by sitting in circle.  Then ask for 
volunteers (“Which Earthling will volunteer . . .”) to bring these things to circle center: 
Storyboard Box, extra storyboards, Beads Box, clear tape, marker pen.

2. Ask another volunteer to pass out a copy of the 28-events list to everyone in the circle.

3. Introduce the Newcomer children.
4. Assign the least-participatory children each of these tasks, in sequence:

• Give [NEWCOMER NAME] a blank Storyboard.

• Help [NEWCOMER NAME] select a bead for the event(s) they missed.

• Show [NEWCOMER NAME] an example of a Storyboard with bead(s) taped on, so they  
can see where to tape their new bead(s) on.

• Give [NEWCOMER NAME] a marker pen so that they can write their name on the 
Storyboard.

Note: Because there are so many beads to catch up on, encourage the newcomer to do 
beads selection and taping to board while they half-listen to what is going on in class.  Then 
next session they can fully participate.  Absentee kids will probably want to catch up by 
coming to class early and selecting a bead from the prior week and taping it on even before 
class begins.

CHILDRENʼS REPORTS OF THEIR BEYOND-CLASS INTERVIEWS:
 “SEEING THE WHOLE EARTH FOR THE FIRST TIME”

TEACHER DIRECTIONS:  Have the Earth from Space poster/picture either alongside you 
or on the wall where all children sitting in circle can see it or turn to see it.  Make sure that 
before class begins you look through the story at the end of the previous lesson about the 
Apollo astronautsʼ taking this picture.  Then begin the discussion . . .

Raise your hand if you interviewed someone this past week? 
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Before we listen to each otherʼs stories, who wants to remind us all what the 
Interview assignment was?

TEACHER DIRECTIONS: Extemporaneously fill in the gaps or reiterate how the student(s) 
explained what the Interview assignment was, so that any students who missed that class 
can know what is going on.  Then ask for volunteers to report one by one on how their 
interviews went.  The goal is to have at least a few stories told that alert the kids to the fact 
that seeing the whole Earth for the very first time was a big deal for at least some people 
alive at that time.  These stories are important!  So let all the students who want to tell 
their story do so.  And invite any kids who missed the prior class (or who forgot to do an 
interview) to conduct an interview this coming week and report back during the next session.

If you are running short on time . . .

• You need only 10 minutes to introduce the Rain/Ocean Bead and to 
have the kids select their bead and tape it to their storyboard.

Here is how to provide a very short introduction of the new Bead, in lieu 
of the longer Storytelling in this lesson plan:

“When Earth first formed, there were so many meteors crashing into 
the planet and thereby adding new rocks to the planet that volcanoes 
kept going off and the atmosphere was steamy hot — like in a 
bathroom after a hot shower, only hotter.  It was too hot to ever rain.  
All the water just stayed as steam.  But when our planet eventually had 
swept up almost all of the meteors, Earthʼs geology calmed down.  
Our planet finally cooled enough and rain began to fall for the first 
time.  Rivers formed, and those rivers drained into the lowest spots 
on the planet — which became the first oceans.”
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STORYTELLING  (PARTICIPATORY; CIRCLE RECOMMENDED):

Part 1: In the Beginning
This is the Universe Story that belongs to all Earthlings. 

 Who here is an Earthling? . . .  

In the beginning, about ___________  [“13.7 billion years ago”], our Universe was born.  
Nobody yet has discovered why our Universe was born.  But scientists have discovered lots 
of ___________  [“evidence”]  that our Universe really did have a beginning, and that the 
beginning happened suddenly more than 13 billion years ago.  So . . . just like us . . . the 
Universe came into existence by ___________  [“being born”].

 Scientists have discovered that after the Universe was born, it grew from something 
smaller than a lily pad, smaller than a hummingbird, into something so immense that it now 
contains billions of _____________ [“galaxies”].  We also know that the Universe is still 
growing.  It is still growing, just like you are still growing.

 The Story of the Universe is actually your story.  It is the story of who all your 
ancestors and cousins are — not just your human ancestors and cousins, but also the great-
great-great-great-great grandparent you share in common with a giraffe, and with the even 
older common ancestor you share with an ameba, all the way back to when the only 
creatures alive on planet Earth were _____________ [“bacteria”].  The wonderful thing is that 
this story is exactly the same story for all the children born on this ___________ [“planet”].

 Last time we learned about how a meteor almost as big as Mars slammed into Earth 
and ripped a chunk out of our planet that splattered out into space in pieces.  Those pieces 
began to orbit Earth and gathered and gathered until they formed the perfect sphere of our 
Moon.

So what event are we going to discuss today?  

Clue: Look at your list of events

Answer: Rain falls for the first time when Earth cools; then the rain gathers into 
oceans. 
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Part 2: Rain Falls
So let us learn about the first rain.  For the first 300 million years after Earth was born, its 
orbit was still so messy with space rocks that every day big meteors crashed into the 
planet.  These set off volcanoes and so the surface of the planet stayed very, very hot.  
This meant that any water molecules that existed back then were all in the form of steam, 
rather than liquid water.  So Earth had a hot, steamy atmosphere.

Eventually, Earthʼs gravity did a good enough job sweeping up all the debris in its orbit 
that very few meteors crashed into the planet anymore.

So Earth finally had a chance to cool down.  When Earth cooled enough for the water 
vapor in its atmosphere to condense into raindrops, the first rain fell.

Do you think that was a happy day for Planet Earth?

The rain fell and fell.  For thousands of years the rain fell — nonstop!

 So what happened to the rain when it fell onto Earthʼs rocky surface?

 [Answer: Gravity made the water flow to low spots, so rivers and oceans were born.]

So gravity made the rain flow toward the lowest spots.  When this happened, rivers were 
born.  And when those rivers finally carried the rainwater to the lowest places of all, Earthʼs 
oceans were born!  So this is the story of how rain, rivers, and oceans came to be.

What if Earthʼs atmosphere had never cooled to the point that rain could fall?  
Do you think life could ever have evolved on this planet?  . . . .
[Encourage ideas without commenting, as this is all very speculative.]

ACTIVITY: CHOOSING THE NEXT BEAD (RAIN/OCEANS)

TEACHER DIRECTIONS:  Pass around the sock with the Rain/Oceans beads in it.  Let the 
kids know if the beads are all the same.  If there are a variety of beads, then instruct the kids 
to choose a bead by feel — no peeking!

ACTIVITY: BEADS TO STORYBOARD (and choosing which Earth and Moon bead)

TEACHER DIRECTIONS:  

My Universe Story, by Connie Barlow, version 9/14/10, Lesson Plan for Bead 7 page 5



1. Stay in circle and ask for a volunteer to go to the circle center to the Storyboard Storage 
Box and one-by-one pull out a Storyboard and read aloud the name.  Ask for another 
volunteer to carry each Storyboard to its owner.

2. When all Storyboards are handed out, instruct the kids to go to a table or stay on the floor 
to tape their bead onto their storyboard: their choice.  Special for this class: The kids 
who made 2 sets of Earth and Moon beads will need to choose which beads they want 
to tape to their storyboard and which beads they want to donate to the class inventory of 
beads.

AT CLASS END: 

“So what event will we be doing next week?” . . . .  [look at list]

We will be learning about the time when Life begins in the ocean when ancestors of 
bacteria find ways to eat stardust. 



CLOSING SONG  

I am a child of the Universe.

You are a child of the Universe.

We are all one.
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