2024 Connie wriks :
The Meaning of the Gaia Theory Michael audited- L:/nnﬂlxjolus
by Michael Dowd G6ais"Seminar, BostrU,while
Grarveile, MAGIO34 1{4123357-81 11 he served his ﬁnstchurd\ ‘N
Oranviile, Mp. Lynn [tmited
T %Aﬂlenfﬂ\
(S Lo P L
s-:f:ﬂ 3 .?iu.its inioa
- for ak,

= allet Wil withvoad
.t'n:—:_ -"n:lw they came  Aeliv

%;0. %;g@ﬁ/wwm\/mm (o

;E die’s creation zcsw.. is e foundation iigis:rﬁ, Et"!ii::.f;_i
ic sefo

Huiit! 5, education, medicin 2. BVEr 'Ihim } of unguestioned
Es.’Ei!.I’f.;‘-i’{ii" 1¢ upon which all else is buill. Cosm uum;* is ane of ali i"y'z;eai'iir';g:,

& humans we ed, reads :fo b
told us ?Iﬂﬁi we were “gm ual in nature and thatwe were called info a

!:I!.s‘a*'E‘-a"iE‘z’"t wit? t?‘ e divine. Hw s? since the locus or the meeting place

3..: Lrnﬁ.s.:ﬁm t ;;E.T
ause we undersiood o ’?EE!'?’E?
i gver the evi of ndt , QuUrCo
s - .

A a:n:mtey-:i!.
i t*’;'a’thc of
l‘trl- tt-! -

(4]
¥l
o
ol
s
b2
Dl
)
D)
EI
[l
et
[ s}
hotge
)
i
[xx]
[¥x]
D}
[y o R
e
fmd
=
i
Fooad
-y
PN
.
T
i
()
o
e
el
Sl
L]
o
[y

%i- re ar ¥ g = FEE : achment
that would have made sclentific exploration or technological development possibie

i, thanks ts_s ourwestern, biblical cosmology, we have made
r”-' 4 i ' i E’ﬂ’ﬁir!’ét !'ﬂi.lch g0

L,




Thus, our science, which lzelf emerged out of a biblical cosmology, is now giving
hirth to a sew creation story, asew cosmology. Presently, however, nf'::azt scientists {and
mosi people in general) are still operating out of ;:.furr"'? ions ofthe oid story, and have
not el grasped the meaning and transforming significance ofthe new E;f{ii"fg’. As Thomas
Berry, ane the foremost thinkers of our age, says atthe heginning of %';'3 ent book on

the new cosmology, The Dream of the Earh, (Sierra Club Books, 19883, “One of the
more remarkable achievements of the twentieth century is our abi fity to tell the siory of
the universe from empirical observation and with amazing insight into the seguence of
fransformations that has brought into being the earth, the living world, and the human
community. There seems, however, fo be litile realizalion of just what this story means in
terms of the larger interpretation of the human veniure™ So ifthe meaming of the Gaia
theory is inexdricably linked with 3 modern cosmaizgy, then the & importance of Thomas
Barry’s work fs:arGaian students and scientists can hardiy be ov E?SIE‘I‘:"}

Taking the new cosmology as our fundamental contexd for understanding Gaia, we
sze that hsﬁ universe is not soms x..h;m* with life dv if, rather, s e subjectwhich is
EI E‘ And the human is that being in whom the universe, after some 15 billion vears,

aia, afier nearly 5 billion years, begins o consciously reflect on itself, its
z::i:*::i.n!nfj wihio it is, where il came from, and whal it is made of. Ag Teithard de Cha
noted well over a half ;:emi.ir' ago, “the human person is the sum total of fiteen hi
years of unbroken evolution now thinking about itself” We are not separate beings

the Earth, we are a mode ::ﬂ'%}&‘r g of the Earth. How vou and | think is how Gaia thinks.
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surprisingly, this awareness has thus far been absent from most of the literature on
is seldom realized in Gaian discussions. For exam ;:l e, those who would say
i survive just fine no matter what %-umdr 15 do o her are unknowingly
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eraling oul of the old cosmology. That kind of a statement faiis io recognize the fact
that humanity is not 'ﬁpﬁf.ﬁu from Gaia but s Gaia’s latest evoivtionary development:
selfFawareness. If someone were fo take an icepick and scramble the frontal lobe of 3
child who had justrec Ent**' begun to differentiate itself from the world, well, sure, ﬂ'e

child may live, bt atwhat kind of 2 diminished existence Likewisze g, the debale as
whather s rar notthe biota regulates the environment becomes ludicrous when itis remem-
bered that the human is a totally integral part of the biosphere. Of course the living Earth
regulates ils own environment! Who developed heating sysiems, air a::::mh’{mmrsq, chain

saws, dams, buildozers, power plants, and cloud seading if itwasn the living Earth
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ning mist in the light of the dawa “sm_;nsmn osmology. Naturs 3 it il

B (1] s:ie&.-*eh:x‘;:t the requiar habit of viewing the world this way because it is a shifl
thasic dan tiit- our despest and largest sense of Self Bulif Gala is {o avoid
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Pwill suggest thal a large number of the criticisms of the Gaia theory will evaporate
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pa irment, ifthe evolution of the universe in this solar system is
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cious awarenass, then we must know and live with the
arth, and that 3 2ia’s story is our commaon sacred story.
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by, we are called o consciously paricipate in the further evolution ofthe
universe through love. The meanig of the Gaia theory lies through that door. Thomas
Berry, | belisve, holds the kay



