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Question & Answer | “The Great

Story”

Christian preaches gospel

Michael Dowd, who once was a
conservative fundamentalist, combines
science with a reverence for God

By JILL SMITH
THE OREGONIAN

For the past three years, Michael Dowd has trav-
eled the country with his wife, science writer Con-
nie Barlow, sleeping in their van or at friends’
homes and preaching a 14-billion-year-old
gospel.

“The Great Story,” as Dowd calls it, presents the
epic of evolution as sacred and meaningful, rather
than as a mechanized process of random im-

provements. It combines the discoveries of sci-
ence with a reverence for God and a reinterpreta-
tion of Christianity.

Dowd, who lived in Portland from 1996 to 2000,
was originally ordained as’a United Church of
Christ minister but is no longer connected with a
specific denomination. Monday night, the self-de-
scribed “evolutionary evangelist” will bring his
message to the Unitarian Universalist Communi-
ty Church of Washington County in Hillsboro.

@Q: You started out as a conservative, fundamen-
talist Christian. But you're at a very different
point today. Can you tell me a little bit about

Please see EVOLUTION, Page 4

Presents “Epic of
Evolution” Sunday

presentations in Washington County:

What: Barlow presents “The Epic
of Evolution”

When: 10:15 a.m. service on
Sunday

Where: West Hills Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship, 8470
S.W. Oleson Road

Cost: Free

Contact: 503-246-3351

For more information on The Great S

If you go: Michael Dowd, who describes himself as an “evolutionary
evangelist," and science writer Conni

e Barlow will each give

What: Dowd presents “Beyond
Sustainability: The Marriage of
Science and Religion"

When: 7 p.m. Monday

Where: Unitarian Universalist
Community Church of
Washington County, 22785 N.W.

. . Dowd
Birch St. in Orenco -.g,'é,utionary
Cost: Free evangelist"”

Informations 503-648-1720

tory, go to www.thegreatstory.org.
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